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(2) A Summary of Linguistic Competence Required for Each Level
The table below shows the summary of the linguistic competence required for each level.
This table outlines what is expected of examinees for each level in terms of Reading and Listening.
The linguistic knowledge needed to execute the behaviors described will be required by the
examinees to pass their respective levels.

Level A Summary of Linguistic Competence Required for Each Level

The ability to understand Japanese used in a variety of circumstances.

[Reading]

* One is able to read writings with logical complexity and/or abstract writings on a variety of
topics, such as newspaper editorials and critiques, and comprehend both their structures and
contents.

* One is also able to read written materials with profound contents on various topics and follow

N1 their narratives as well as understand the intent of the writers comprehensively.

[Listening]

* One is able to comprehend orally presented materials such as coherent conversations, news
reports, and lectures, spoken at natural speed in a broad variety of settings, and is able to follow
their ideas and comprehend their contents comprehensively. One is also able to understand the
details of the presented materials such as the relationships among the people involved, the logical
structures, and the essential points.

The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday situations, and in a

variety of circumstances to a certain degree.

[Reading]

- One is able to read materials written clearly on a variety of topics, such as articles and
commentaries in newspapers and magazines as well as simple critiques, and comprehend their
contents.

N2 * One is also able to read written materials on general topics and follow their narratives as well as
understand the intent of the writers.

[Listening]

* One is able to comprehend orally presented materials such as coherent conversations and news
reports, spoken at nearly natural speed in everyday situations as well as in a variety of settings,
and is able to follow their ideas and comprehend their contents. One is also able to understand
the relationships among the people involved and the essential points of the presented materials.

The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday situations to a certain degree.

[Reading]

* One is able to read and understand written materials with specific contents concerning everyday
topics.

* One is also able to grasp summary information such as newspaper headlines.

N3 - In addition, one is also able to read slightly difficult writings encountered in everyday situations
and understand the main points of the content if some alternative phrases are available to aid
one's understanding.

[Listening]

* One is able to listen and comprehend coherent conversations in everyday situations, spoken at
near-natural speed, and is generally able to follow their contents as well as grasp the
relationships among the people involved.

The ability to understand basic Japanese.

[Reading]

* One is able to read and understand passages on familiar daily topics written in basic vocabulary

N4 and kanyji.

[Listening]

* One is able to listen and comprehend conversations encountered in daily life and generally follow
their contents, provided that they are spoken slowly.

The ability to understand some basic Japanese.

[Reading]

* One is able to read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in hiragana,

N5 katakana, and basic kanji.

[Listening]

+ One is able to listen and comprehend conversations about topics regularly encountered in daily
life and classroom situations, and is able to pick up necessary information from short
conversations spoken slowly.
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I. The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test

1. Objectives and Administration of the Test

(1) Objectives

The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test is held in Japan and abroad to evaluate and certify
Japanese-language proficiency of non-native speakers.

(2) Administrative Organizations

The Japan Foundation works with local host institutions to administer the test outside Japan.

(In Taiwan, the Japan Foundation and the Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association jointly administer

the test.) It is administered by Japan Educational Exchanges and Services in Japan.

(3) Eligibility

Applicants should be, in principle, non-native speakers of Japanese.

2. Contents of the Test

(1) Test Sections and Test Times
The table below shows the sections of the test and the times allotted for each section.

Level Test sections (Test time)

Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar)& Reading Listening

N1 . .
(110 min.) (55 min.)
N2 Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar)&Reading Listening
(105 min.) (50 min.)
N3 Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) | Language Knowledge (Grammar)&| Listening
(30 min.) Reading (70 min.) (40 min.)
N4 Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) | Language Knowledge (Grammar)&| Listening
(25 min.) Reading (55 min.) (35 min.)
N5 Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) | Language Knowledge (Grammar)&| Listening
(20 min.) Reading (40 min.) (30 min.)

Levels N1 and N2 have TWO test sections each: (1) Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/
Grammar) & Reading; and (2) Listening. Levels N3, N4, and N5 have THREE test sections each:
(1)Language Knowledge (Vocabulary); (2) Language Knowledge (Grammar) & Reading; and (3)

Listening.

The new test times of “Language Knowledge (Vocabulary)” and “Language Knowledge (Grammar) &

Reading” in levels N4 and N5 were applied from the test in December 2020.
Starting from the December 2022 exam, the test time for the N1 “Listening” has been changed.

Sample questions of the test are available on the JLPT website at https://www.jlpt.jp/e/.
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The actual answer sheet may differ from the one above.
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Your answer sheet will be processed by machine. Please follow the instructions below.

(1) Use a medium-soft (No.2 or HB) black-lead pencil.
Answer sheets written with any kind of pen will be invalid.

(2) Completely fill each circle with a dark mark, so that the number inside the circle cannot be
seen.

) Light or partial marks may not be machine-readable.

) If it is necessary to correct your answer, use a plastic (or gum) eraser, making sure to cleanly
and completely erase the mark.
* You must not use an ink eraser or any materials other than those mentioned above.

(5) Please mark each answer in the box with the same number printed next to the question.
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Before the test starts, you must fill in your registration number and date of birth on the answer
sheet. As shown in the following example, write your registration number and date of birth, and fill
in the circles corresponding to your registration number and date of birth. Please make sure that
the registration number on your answer sheet is the same as the one on your Test Voucher.

v
[ Example]
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Write your g 05@@@'% s Fill in the circles 8%@' 0 —5—%%—%
registration 8 8 corresponding to your 5 88%
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All of the questions in this test will be multiple choice. Please fill in the circles on the answer sheet that
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you think correspond to the correct answer. Please be sure to fill the entire circle.
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(3) Test Sections and Scoring Sections
The table below shows the scoring sections and score range. Please note that the test sections
and scoring sections are different. Scores displayed are scaled scores.”

Level Test Sections Scoring Sections Range of Scores
N1 @Language Knowledge(Vocabulary/Grammar) ¥ (1) Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar)| 0~60
&Reading | e
N | D Listening QREAMUG e 0~60_
(3) Listening 0~60
Total Score |0~180
(1) Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) (1) Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar)| 0~60
N3 @ Language Knowledge (Grammar)& Reading > (2) Reading 0~60
(3)Listening (3 Listening 0~60
Total Score | 0~180
(DLanguage Knowledge (Vocabulary) () LanguageKnowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar)&| 515
sg (2) Language Knowledge (Grammar)& Reading ..wml?eadin% _____
(3)Listening (2) Listening 0~60
Total Score | 0~180

Levels NI, N2, and N3 have THREE scoring sections each: (1) Language Knowledge (Vocabu-
lary/Grammar) , 2 Reading and (3)Listening. Levels N4 and N5 have TWO scoring sections each:
(DLanguage Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) & Reading and (2)Listening.

*Scaled score introduced with the current JLPT is based on a common score scale and show a more
equitable correspondence between the examinee’s Japanese language ability and his or her score.
(4) Pass or Fail

To pass, (1) the total score must be at or above the passing score (overall pass mark) and (2) the
score for each section must be at or above the passing score for that section (sectional pass
mark). If the score for one scoring section is below the sectional pass mark, the examinee
fails, no matter how high the total score might be. Furthermore, if there are sections which
an examinee does not sit for, no points will be given for the entire test, including any sections
which the examinee completes. A failing mark will be given to the examinee.

Scoring sections of Levels N1, N2 and N3 and Levels N4 and N5 are different. Overall pass marks
and sectional pass marks for each level are shown in the table below.

Level Total Score Scores by Scoring Section
Language Knowledge s ; .
Range of Overall (Vocabulary/Grammar) Seading Listening
pass : : :
SEOEES marks Range of Sectalgsnal Range of Sectalgsnal Range of Secgggal
scores b scores P scores b
marks marks marks
N1 0~180 100 0~60 19 0~60 19 0~60 19
N2 0~180 Q0 0~60 19 0~60 19 0~60 19
N3 0~180 95 0~60 19 0~60 19 0~60 19




Level Total Score Scores by Scoring Section
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) & Reading Listening
Range of Cyerall .
scores b as}t ) Rangeuk Sectional
HAEKS Range of scores Sectional pass marks pass
scores itk
N4 0~180 Q0 0~120 38 0~60 19
N5 0~180 80 0~120 38 0~60 19

(5) Understanding JLPT Certificates

Examinees will receive a “Certificate of Result and Scores.” As in the sample below, the Certificate
of Result and Scores will show (1)scores for each section, (2)the total score and (3)reference information.
The reference information is provided as a guide for the examinees' future Japanese study, and is
NOT intended to determine pass or fail.

Also, @a percentile rank is indicated on the Certificate of Result and Scores of examinees who
passed the test overseas (excluding those who were exempt from the Listening section), showing the
percentage of examinees with a score lower than yours in the six latest tests, including the one you took.

*Your reference information is located on the back of the Certificate of Result and Scores.

[Sample 1] A sample of test results for N1, N2 and N3

Scores by scoring section .
Totalscate Percentile
@ Language Knowledge(Vocabulary/Grammar) | Reading Listening @ Rank @
50/60 30/60 | 40/60 1201180 88.8
Reference information®
3) , : : : :
2/ Vocabulary i Grammar A The number of correct responses is 67% or higher
B : The number of correct responses is between 34% and 66%
A B C : The number of correct responses is less than 34%

*The reference information for the Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) section shows that the
Vocabulary category has been rated A, which means that 67% or more of the responses were correct.
The reference information also shows that the Grammar category has been rated B, which means
that between 34% and 66% of the responses were correct.

[Sample 2] A sample of test results for N4 and N5

S by i ti z
cores by scoring section oo Percentile
@ Language Knowledge(Vocabulary /Grammar)& Reading | Listening @) Rank O)
80/120 40/60 120/180 88.8
Reference information®
- : j .
\3) Vocabulary : Grammar Reading A 1 The number of correct responses is 67% or higher
: B : The number of correct responses is between 34% and 66%
A B A C : The number of correct responses is less than 34%

*The reference information for the Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) &Reading section shows
that the Vocabulary and Reading categories have been rated A, which means that 67% or more of the
responses were correct for both categories of this section. The reference information also shows that
the Grammar category has been rated B, which means that between 34% and 66% of the responses were
correct.



